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5 Spruce St. (House) ' ID-86

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMESOF STRUCTURE

COMPLETE ADDRESS ({DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES]
5 Spruce St., Wallace, Idaho (Legal: NP First Addition, Lot &, Block 5)

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (JNCLUDE SDURCE) ARCHITECT(S) (/NCLUDE SDURCE)
Circa 1915 (See surplement) Not known

SIGNIFICANCE {ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE)
See Supplement

STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE]

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS]

See supplement

. SHAPE AND OIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)
See supplement

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE

See supplement

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCR/BE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED]

See supplement

- -

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES
Newer interior coverings, newer exterior coverings, cutbuilcing shed, newer rcofing
(dates unknown); southside addition and garage (prior to 1927}; east end
addition and kitchen—bathrcon remodeling (1979 or 1980).

PRESENT CONOITION AND USE

Condition fair, currently vacant

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE

House i1s scheduled to be torn down in 1988 to muke way for a
motel-restaurant—-gift shop complex.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.) | .
National Regyister of iiistoric Places, Safeco Title Co., Shoshon2 lcunty assassor's offlice,

Sanborn Fire llaps, Barnard-Stockbridge Photo Collection Zichard agnusen, Harry Clson,
4allace Public Library, Minnesota State Historical Society.

COMPILER, AFFILIATION DATE

Michael J. Green, Depot Productions, ~allace, Idaho March 31, 19e8
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5 SPRUCE ST. (HOUSE)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The house at § Spruce St. is a compatible element of the Wallace
Historic District and 1s located in a residential area containing
haomes constructed between 1310 and 1920,

The Clty of Wallace was first settled Iin 1884. It is laocated
along the South Ferk aof the Coeur d’Alene River and at the mouth
of three side creeks and gulches amid North ldaho's steep
Panhandle. The founding of the town follawed discovery of
tabulous lead-silver deposits in the surrounding mountalns., As
mining activity quickly grew, so did the town. By 1887 the
pocpulation was 500, which grew to 2,816 by 1820 (U,8. Census
Bureauy. )

The town flourished from mining activities, and Wallace became
known as the Silver Capital of the World because more silver has
been extracted from the Coeur d’Alene Mining District, with
Waliace as the hub, than any place on earth.

Huch of the town was located on a cedar swamp, which was drained
as growth occurred. The west end of town containing this house
was drained and developed last. Northern Pacific Railway first
owned this land in west Wallace. NP leased to private individuals
this land,on which ywere built many homes. NP deeded the land to
the homeowners in a pericd from 1920 to 1925. This addition to
the town is known as the NP First Addition.

Dating exact construction of mast of the houses is difficult
because the first deeding of the property occurred after the
homes were built. The Minnescta State Histerical Society,
Archives Manuscripts Divislon, which possessesgs defunct NP’s
records, could not locate copies of the original leases, Early
fire maps and photographs show no homes built in that area prior
to 1910, Moat of the homes, then, were constructed from 1810~
1820, "

Thege dategs were confirmed by Harry Olson, who has lived in west
Wallace since 1922. He sald in an interview most of the houszsas in
west Wallace were already constructed when he moved there in
i922. He was 10 years old at the time.

Olson remembers nothing digtinctive about west Wallace other than
it being an ordinary residential part of town. lts residents were
a mixture of business and working people, inciuding miners, a
druggist, county commissioner and even "bootleggers." The streets
vere paved Iin the addition about 1820, Olson said. A flood in
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1933 caused considerable damage to the streets and homes, he
said.

As mining activity in the district began to decline in the
19708 and 1880s, so did the number of jobs and demand for
homes. The 1980 paopulation of Wallace was 1,800 (U.S. Census
Bureau). The character of some homes changed as they went from
owner~occupied to rentals. Some deteriorated from lack of
care. (Some had been rentals for most of thelir existence.)

Because of the fast growth of the town in a short time span,
Wallace contains a unigue homogencus blend of architecture, which
led teo first a few bulldings, then the downtown district, then
the entire core of town listed an the Naticonal Register of
Histeric Places.

Mining towns tend to have a transient population, and many homes
have had numerous owhers Or occupants as a result. This house
has been a rental house for many years with various occupants and
ne clear record of tenancy.

The first recorded deeding of the house wasg from NP to Zeora A.
Smith on Jan. 24, 1922, On QOct. 20, 1925, the house was deeded
from Roland H. and Zora Smith to Clarence and Anna Creek. The
Creeks used the house as a rental and did not live in the
house (source: Irene Nonini, daughter of Anna Creek). 0On Dec.
24, 1947, the house wags deeded toc Lewisg and Irene Nonini. The
Noninis lived in the house about a year, and during the
remainder of their ownership, the house was a rental (source:
lrene Neonini). On May 16, 1958 (recorded date), the house was
deeded to Kenneth M. Sullivan and ocn May 16, 1958 (recorded
date’), the house was deedad to Lenie Amato of Wallace. Amato
lived in the house for a while and later used it as a rental.
The last renter was H.R. Marconi, who lived in the house for
11 years until 1987. Michael Alldredge rented the house the
previous eight years. The hcouse was scld to J. Kimball Barnard
ot Spckane, Wa., on Aug. 28, 1987 (recorded date).

EXTERIOR FEATURES

The house Is one story and rectangular. [t is wood frame and has
combination ygod pier and concrete foundation. The concrete
foundation portion is on the east end and is part of an addition.
The craw! space is skirted with vertical shiplap wood covered
with rolled aluminum. A trap door on the open front porch
provides access to the crawl space. The siding 1s large wood
gshingle on the west and south sides (painted a light pale green),
and fiberboard on the north and east sides (painted white). The
wood shingles cover a fiber siding and the original tongue-and-
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groove wood siding, painted white. The gable ends, however, are
plywood.

The roof is gabled with a shed roof over the south side
addition. Roeofing is corrugated metal. This newer roofing covers
a chimney opening. The eaves are boxed.

The windows are a combination wood frame and aluminum frame. The wood-~frame
windows vary: one facing east is a three~over—one double-hung sash, one
facing north is a four-over-ome double hung sash, and one facing south slides
sldeways. Others are sliding aluminum, Window trim is painted wood.

Two outbuildings are a garage and shed. The garage is wood frame
with a gable roof and rolled composition roofing. The siding is
wood shiplap. Windows are set wood frame., The floor is dirt and
plank. The shed i{s woad frame with a gable roof and composition
shingles as rooring. Siding is wood shiplap. The flgor is

plywood and the walis are finished with fiberhoard. There are no
windows. Both the garage and shed are painted the same light pale
green as half of the house.

INTERIOQOR FEATURES

The original walls are wood 1" x 12" covered with various materials. First.
is a fabric and several layers of wallpaper, Other layers (varies from wall
to wall) are painted fiberboard, sheetrock, and paneling. The floors are
softwood covered with linoleum. The shed roof portion of thg house is one
step down from the other floors and an addition (source: H.R. Marconi,
houge renter for 11 years, and Irene Nonini, former home owner).

The kitchem has an addition (east side) that is a combination
plywood and sheetrock , Painted. The original kitchen has
metal cabinets, and the newer addition has pre-built
imitation woad cabinets with a double aluminum sink. Heat
source i{s electric baseboard (not originaly.
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(NOTE: This map of west Wallace
comes from "National Register
" of Historic Places, Inventory- .
Nomination Form" of Wallace.-
- // This particular house is circle
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